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Good Morning.

Today our first panel consists of a distinguished panel of our colleagues, Members of Congress who have introduced proposals to enhance and respond to America’s border security challenge.
Our second panel will give the Subcommittee a chance to hear from the agency representatives who operate and direct the frontlines of our border security operations.  

I look forward to discussing and assessing the staffing and resources needed to ensure that our homeland is safe and secure.

Thank you to all of our witnesses for being here today.  

This is the 11th border security hearing that this Subcommittee has held this Congress and we welcome the opportunity to continue our examination of the challenges we face in securing our borders and implementing real, comprehensive reform of the immigration system. 


In developing a strategy to secure our border and reduce illegal immigration, we must also create strategies and reforms to holistically address the important commercial, humanitarian, and environmental issues involved in border security and immigration reform.  


Many of the agents on the frontlines of our border have to consider combinations of these issues every day and it is our responsibility to make sure they have the adequate training and resources to do their job. 

The 110th Congress, has increased border security funding by 2.4 billion dollars between fiscal years 2007 and 2008, far surpassing the Administration’s proposed funding levels.  

I look forward to hearing how the U.S. Customs and Border Protection is using this ample and increased funding to enhance our nation’s border security. 

I believe that these funds can help address some of the issues that have been recently reported. 
For example: 

·  The U.S. Customs and Border Protection agency has struggled to retain and recruit qualified officers.

· Also, in recent weeks, we have heard of overworked Customs Officers and reports of poor working conditions for these officers.  This situation has even resulted in a picket at one of our countries major ports of entry. 

· In addition, a recent report from the Government Accountability Office, expressed concerns that many ports of entry have serious security gaps due to low or inadequate staffing levels as well as infrastructure problems. 


There is no silver bullet, or perfect bill that will completely solve our nation’s border security challenges.  

Everything that happens on our nation’s borders and at our nation’s ports of entry is related to the overarching supply and demand issues that can only truly be addressed through comprehensive immigration reform. 

However, in terms of the jurisdiction of this Subcommittee, we must provide comprehensive training and support for our personnel in order to ensure that they are as prepared as possible to do their difficult jobs well. 

We particularly need to retain experienced Border Patrol agents who can help guide and provide on-going supervision and training to the large number of new agents who have joined the Border Patrol in the last several years. 
In addition, we must continue to invest in the equipment and infrastructure that will act as force multipliers for the personnel at our ports of entry and on our borders.  
Once again I thank our witnesses for being here today and yield to the Ranking Member, Mr. Souder, for his opening statement.

Thank you. 

